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 School is a different place for 
different people. To some, school is a 
boring place where students waste their 
time. To others, school is an enriching 
source of information that should be 
utilized fully. No matter who you are, 
school is a place dedicated to learning 
and the building of skills. It is essential 
for educational facilities to be safe en-
vironments because they are the places 
where students spend most of their time. 
Safety drills have the specific purpose 
of preparing people for any sort of emer-
gency, and they are practiced for mul-
tiple types of situations. These include, 
but are not limited to, extreme weather, 
imminent danger, and immediate danger. 
Safety drills and procedures are valuable 
because everyone involved at any public 
place must be as safe as possible at all 
times. 
 “Having a 
plan ensures the least 
possible damage,” 
senior Maggley 
Vielot stated. “It’s 
good to know we 
have a plan in place 
so everything is 
organized and not 
chaotic.”
 The most 
universal type of 
drill is one that 
practices what to 
do during extreme weather. In Florida, 
the main extreme weather drills are fire 
drills and tornado drills. Primarily, fire 
drills practice efficiently evacuating 
in case of fire. Usually, fire alarms are 
sounded and students, teachers, and all 
other faculty evacuate as if a fire really 
occurred. The length of time it takes for 
the entire school to evacuate is often 
recorded in order to ensure efficiency 
and fix any issues that arise during the 
procedure. Many students do not realize 
the magnitude of the significance of fire 
drills. They are especially important to 
know during science classes because of 
the gas lines connected to science labs. 
In addition, inner “landlocked” class-
rooms as well as upstairs classrooms 
must have a clear evacuation plan. The 
other type of extreme weather drill that 
is practiced in Collier County is a tor-
nado drill. Tornado drills are important 
because they increase the chances of 
correct response to, survival of, and 
prevention of injury during the weather 
phenomenon. To commence a tornado 
drill, either a series of tones or a vocal 
announcement signifies on the loud 
speaker. At this command, students and 
teachers must proceed to the designated 
location, preferably an interior room or 
hallway with no windows. Everyone 
should assume a protective position 
covering the head, if not during the drill, 
then at least during the real thing. 
 Moreover, another type of 
drill is that of a possible threat. To 
students, it is more commonly known 
as a “code yellow” drill. A code yellow 
is a situation where all students and 
teachers must remain in the classroom 
with the door locked, but instruction is 
still allowed to take place. Usually, this 

procedure is enacted when there is an 
incident in the school office or off school 
campus. It could happen if there is a 
suspicious person near school campus, a 
wild animal is near or on school campus, 
or some weather phenomenon such as a 
tornado has been spotted nearby, but off 
campus. No one can leave the classroom 
during a code yellow drill, and anyone 
from the class who is outside of the 
classroom is noted. If you find yourself 
outside your classroom when a code 
yellow is announced, find an enclosed 
space and stay there until the warning is 
lifted. 
 One of the most severe types 
of drills occurs when there is an imme-
diate threat nearby or on campus. This 
is acknowledged as a “code red” drill. 
A code red drill is announced just as a 
code yellow is announced. Doors must 
be locked, and unlike a code yellow, 

no one is allowed 
into the classroom, 
everyone must be 
silent, lights must 
be turned off, and 
students must move 
away from the door 
and windows. Often, 
teachers will instruct 
students to build a 
barricade in front of 
the door to prevent 
an intruder from 
breaking in. It would 
be wise to practice 

this barricade-building procedure before 
a code red drill to ensure efficiency and 
silence. It is essential that no one makes 
any phone calls and that everyone si-
lences their cell phones. Teachers should 
silence school phones as well. This is 
because the sudden ringing of a phone 
could alert an intruder that students, or 
potential victims, are nearby. Missing 
students are noted, and authorities usu-
ally report to the school during this type 
of warning. A code red is enacted as an 
intruder alert or a bomb threat safety 
procedure. 
 “Even though we live in 
Naples, Florida, it is reassuring to know 
we have a plan in place,” senior Max 
Decker stated. “Anything can happen 
anywhere.”
 A major proponent that 
sparked the strengthening of school se-
curity was the 1999 massacre at Colum-
bine High School in Littleton, Colorado. 
During this tragedy, students Eric Harris 
and Dylan Klebold murdered 13 people, 
injured 23 people, and then killed them-
selves. As this was one of the first major 
school shootings, Special Weapons and 
Tactics (SWAT) Teams did not enter the 
school until 47 minutes after the shoot-
ing started. Five hours passed before 
police were able to declare the school 
under control. Since then, physical se-
curity has been upgraded and lockdown 
procedures have been established with 
the intention of isolating students and 
teachers from an active threat. So, the 
next time you participate in any type of 
safety drill, whether it be for extreme 
weather or a threat, remember the signif-
icance of what you are doing. Someday, 
it may save your life. 

 Employment, one of the most important 
factors needed to survive in our beloved country. 
Without jobs, there would not be any money, and 
with no money, we’d lack resources. Having a job 
gives a person purpose and a way to thrive, but it 
all starts with a number: sixteen. Turning sixteen is 
a huge deal for most teenagers in the United States. 
For some, it’s just for the party, but for those who 
want to work ahead and start saving, this is the 
day you can get a job. While the minimum age for 
some departments may be limited to eighteen and 
up, others allow you to work as young as fourteen! 
However, it’s agreed on that the most common 
starting age is sixteen. Now, the question is, where 
do you start?
 Several websites and apps allow you to 
keep tabs on specific workplaces that are hiring 
and keep you updated on departments in your area. 
While each job-searching website may be different, 
they all share the same purpose: to inform. It’s just 
a matter of knowing which sites to trust and which 
to avoid.
 Two commonly used job-searching 
websites are www.SnagAJob.com and www.Glass-
Door.com. These sites have many filters you can 
choose from including the location, category, and 
more. It’s a straightforward process, all you need to 
do is sign up, subscribe, and add whichever filters 
you choose and you’re as good as gold! While 
these two websites can be found online, a signifi-
cant advantage is found in the App Store; you can 
download these two apps onto your device!
 Other incredible and straightforward 
ways of finding jobs can be through your own 
connections. For example, your parents may have 
friends or coworkers with younger children and 
are looking for babysitters. Another job can be 
that someone you know is looking for a tutor in a 
subject that you’re very advanced in; you can use 
that opportunity and tutor them with pay. Babysit-
ting and tutoring are only two of many reasonably 
comfortable job opportunities, and as long as you 
get certified in these you can get started in the real 
world!
One more way about finding job opportunities is 
on bulletin boards of laundromats, the mall, and 
more. Usually, companies go around posting up 
signs and tickets for hiring, this is a great way to 
get the word out and a great way to get a job.
 While all of this is very simple, the 
process you go through in a job is just a bit more 
complicated. It is essential to have a résumé set up 
and know your availability of all or most times. In 
the state of Florida, from ages fourteen to fifteen, 
the maximum hours allowed to work in a day is 
three on school days and eight hours on weekends 
(including non-school days). From ages sixteen to 
seventeen, the maximum hours allowed to work 
each week is 30, and the maximum hours allowed 
to work on school days is eight hours. You can find 
more information about hour work-hour limitations 
for minors in the state of Florida on www.MyFlor-
idaLicense.com.
 Remember, it all starts with the number 
sixteen. We are the future, and we must make 
something out of life. Punctuality, respect, honor, 
and self-control are what is expected when in a job, 
just as they are the most critical expectations at 
Gulf Coast High School. Every day’s a good day to 
be employed!

Starting Tips 
for Our Future 

Leaders

Code Red: The Importance of 
School Safety Procedures

By: Isabella Napoles

By: Stefany Leon

The Exticntion 
of Books: Fact or 

Fiction?

 If they could only see us now, our ancestors 
would undoubtedly be both positively and negatively 
shocked by all of the technological advancements we 
have made in modern society such as new ways of 
manufacturing, new military-grade weapons, and the 
recent controversy, the extinction of actual books. The 
extinction of books does not mean the extinction of 
the content, but the extinction of the handheld kind 
that requires you to turn the pages without voice-com-
mand. 
 The Kindle, released in 2007, is a digital 
reader that took the world by storm. When it was 
released it sold out within five and a half hours at a 
price of $399. The device has undergone multiple up-
dates over the years (including the Kindle, Kindle 2, 
Kindle DX, Kindle Keyboard, Kindle 4, Kindle Fire, 
Kindle Touch, Kindle Paperwhite 3rd Generation, 
Kindle Voyager, and the Kindle Oasis), but the basis 
for the product is the same. The Kindle allows avid 
readers the luxury of buying books without leaving 
the comfort of their own homes and perhaps save 
some money in the meantime. It allows people to read 
on the go in various places such as a boring meeting 
and not get caught. Due to its success, many other 
companies have followed the same business strate-
gy, the second most popular being Apple’s iPhone 
eBooks.  
 EBooks essentially serve the same function 
of a Kindle, but there are a few pluses and minuses 
with this approach. One of the positive things is that 
it allows people to make the single purchase of an 
iPhone and an electronic reader at the same time, 
saving a lot of money. Unfortunately, unless an iPad 
(which costs as much as, if not more than, a Kindle) is 
purchased as well, the user is forced to read his or her 
favorite books on a much smaller screen. Google Play 
Books also fall into this category. Instead of actually 
reading, Google Play gives people the option of being 
told a story through a voice function. These advance-
ments leave many people to wonder if “real books” 
are going extinct. 
 The bottom line is that statistics say oth-
erwise. In the United States alone, there are roughly 
119,000 libraries of all types. According to NMSU.
edu (New Mexico State University Library), “58% 
of adults in the U.S. have public library cards.” Also, 
a study done on libraries nearly destroys the inac-
curately unpleasant stereotype of Americans as an 
ignorant and overall unhealthy people. NMSU states 
that “there are more public libraries than McDonald’s 
restaurants in the U.S.”. All schools have libraries, 
even Gulf Coast, operated by Mrs. Kelly and Mrs. 
Miller. These facts are directly in line with the majori-
ty of public opinion. 
 An interview was conducted with a junior 
here at GCHS by the name of Danielle Sparrow. 
Danielle, an avid reader, claims to have “read roughly 
around a thousand books (including): ten trilogies, 
and ten duologies”.  During the interview she was 
asked her opinions on whether she preferred regular 
books or the luxuries of recent technologies. Her re-
sponse was that of the majority of those interviewed. 
She said that she enjoys her Nook because it “takes up 
less room and (she) can bring it anywhere”. Howev-
er, she tends to read the majority of her books “the 
old-fashioned way” as it is “amazingly aesthetically 
pleasing”. Overall, it just depends upon preference, 
but fortunately, the existence of books is not and will 
never be a pressing matter for years to come.  

  
 

By: Brianna Antle 
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Reese Oberman Receives 
Grand Recognition for
Out of This World Art

FEATURES NEWS

The Penguins Take Over Naples

Graffiti is a form of 
art, and although some 
may perceive it to be easy, 
junior, Reese Oberman 
shows viewers otherwise. 
His intricate outer space 
themed graffiti is very 
unique and time consum-
ing. He covers a large 
amount of space within a 
few days and the outcome 
is something you’ll have 
to see to believe.  

“I was inspired to do 
spray paint after watching 
one of my favorite Youtu-
bers named Sketch and I 
really admire the work of 
New York street artists,” 
Reese Oberman stated. 
“As for why I chose space, 
I chose space because I 
like making cool things 
and gaining recognition, 
especially from my dad. I 
love it when I get to hear 
him say how proud he is 
of me.” 

One of Reese’s main 
influences Sketch, is a 
19-year old Youtuber 
from Massachusetts who 
made his claim to fame 
in mid-to-late 2016. He 
began by creating Rob-
lox content for You Tube. 
He published minigames, 
tycoons, and more to his 
now verified You Tube 
channel. Reese Oberman 
is inspired by Sketch be-
cause “it took him little 
time to do such amazing 
work.” 

“For me spray painting 
is more of a hobby, not a 
career,” Oberman stated. 
“I like it because even 

though it is not the most 
affordable medium to 
work with, it can be relax-
ing and somewhat easy at 
times.”  

Reese’s main concentra-
tion for AP Art is Space 
Graffiti. He spends an 
ample amount of his class 
time working on his latest 
projects. One of his works 
of graffiti portrays vari-
ous planets, their moons, 
cosmic stars and cosmic 
rays. To create this piece 
and all of its details, Reese 
used plates for the shape 
and lots of layering. He 
layered the spray paint to 
achieve specific colors and 
to make the planets look as 
realistic as possible. In this 
piece one may observe his 
amazing attention to all of 
the details in each planet. 
The planets have all of 
the markings necessary to 
make them look as if one 
were staring directly at a 
photograph. 

Reese Oberman is cur-
rently a junior here at Gulf 
Coast High School and in 
his first year of AP Art. 
He is enrolled in AP Stu-
dio Art: 2 Dimensional 
Design..  

Oberman is not currently 
looking at any one specific 
college, he has a list of a 
few of them that he would 
like to attend. Although he 
does not have anything in 
particular in mind, all of 
us here at Gulf Coast High 
School know that he will 
continue to excel wherever 
he decides to go! 

Most of us probably don’t expect to 
see penguins fishing, swimming, or wad-
dling around Naples. Many of us may have 
already seen penguins before at far away 
zoos or parks. However, South West Florida 
residents from all over can now take a trip to 
see penguins that are not too far from their 
own backyards.

   “Naples Zoo at Caribbean Gardens is 
pleased to welcome the pitter-patter of tiny 
webbed feet with the debut of Penguins in 
Paradise…,” the Naples Zoo stated.

   Penguins in Paradise is a traveling exhibit 
that will be at the Naples Zoo until April 15th 
2018. This exhibit consists of four African 
penguins. African penguins can be found in 
South African waters near the islands and 
rocky coastline. However, they have made 
an exception to allow people to learn and ex-
perience more about them as they travel.

   In this exhibit, there are two male and two 

female penguins. One of the female penguins 
is named Squirt. She is 25 years old, making 
her the oldest. Squirts partner is one of the 
male penguins named Sal, who is 14 years 
old. The other two penguins of the exhibit are 
Tubbs and Missy. They are both the younger 
and smaller ones. The staff at the zoo are 
hoping that they will both form some sort of 
connection. 

   “For her to pair up with Tubbs would be 
a great miracle for us here,” Mikey Sullivan, 
who works with the penguins, told the Na-
ples Daily News. 

   The want, or more like need, for the pen-
guins to connect may be because their spe-
cies is considered endangered in the wild. 
They are considered endangered by the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Nature. 
A century ago 1 million pairs of penguins 
were breeding and now we are left with only 
25,000 breeding penguin pairs. One of the 
main reasons that the animal has become en-

dangered is due to the lack of food sources 
from overfishing.

   “…preventing fishing directly around the 
penguin islands may well provide benefits to 
the penguins,” Dr Lorien Pichegru, from the 
Percy FitzPatrick Institute at the University 
of Cape Town, found in a study reported on 
by Siyabona Africa. 

   While many of the African penguins are 
having tougher times surviving, these four 
are lucky enough to have a safe home where 
they do not have to worry about food supply. 
The four penguins visiting the Naples zoo are 
fed capelin. Capelin is a fish comparable to 
the sardine, which is one of the main foods 
African penguins eat, along with anchovies. 
The most fish eaten per day is by Tubbs, the 
male penguin who eats 32 of them.

   While the penguins are here, the zoo is 
taking advantage of their presence and trying 
to promote conservation efforts. 

“…guests can donate $1 to provide food for 

an orphaned or oiled penguin. The zoo has 
also partnered with Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium, which offers a mobile phone application 
called Seafood Watch,” Shelby Reynolds of 
the Naples Daily News stated.

   This app allows shoppers who buy sea-
food to find out if it was farmed with sustain-
able methods. A $1 donation is a small price 
to pay to help a much larger cause. With con-
servation efforts being made and having the 
animals so close to us, this may also allow 
for more people to want to get involved in 
African penguin conservation.

   As Naples residents we are even luckier 
that we are so close to these amazing crea-
tures and may have more opportunities to 
see them before they move on to their next 
location for a new adventure. 

By: Katie O’Brien

By: Claudia KahlBy: Claudia Kahl

An Anticipation for
Art Basel

Art Basel is an interna-
tional art exhibit with only three 
stops worldwide. The exhibit 
travels to Basel, Switzerland, 
Hong Kong, and Miami Beach, 
Florida. The Art Basel Miami 
Beach exhibit has features from 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin 
America. Modern and contem-
porary style pieces are shown 
throughout the convention cen-
ter, as well as large scale pieces 
and live performances scattered 
throughout nearby parks. “I 
can’t wait to see all of the art 
there and see some of the 3-D 
pieces, I am infatuated with 
those,” Connor Doyle stated.

Art Basel started in 1970 by 
well-known gallerists Ernst 
Beyeler, Trudi Bruckner, and 
Balz Hilt in Basel, Switzer-
land. The Basel show attracted 
more than 16,000 visitors who 
had the opportunity to view 
work from ten different coun-
tries. Art Basel in Miami Beach 
was first established in 2002 
with the help of UBS. The 
2015 showcase of Art Basel in 
Miami Beach brought in over 
77,000 visitors within a five-
day time frame. The 2015 ex-
hibit contained various works 
of art from 32 different coun-
tries and hosted first-time col-
lectors from six countries.

Last school year, new art 
teacher Mr. Papanikolaou de-
cided to take sixteen of his 
AP Art students on a field trip 
to Art Basel in Miami Beach. 
This year he intends on taking 
30 of his AP students along 
with a select group of five from 
the National Art Honor Soci-
ety on December eighth. The 
chance to see all of this year’s 
art pieces in person is a chance 
of a life time for many, as the 
exhibit changes each year. “I’m 
really excited. It’s a chance to 
see what professional artists are 
doing and it’s a chance for my 
students to see how we can at-
tribute their styles into our own 

art,” Mr. Papanikolaou stated.
This year Art Basel in Miami 

Beach will be home to lead-
ing publishers who exhibit 
their collaborative work with 
renowned artists. This will be 
able to provide visitors with a 
chance to see rare publications. 
Some of this edition’s exhib-
itors include the Alan Cristea 
Gallery from London and STPI 
from Singapore. “I’m looking 
forward to seeing the work of 
famous artists as well as spend-
ing time with my best friend,” 
Andrea Nieves, a sophomore 
and one of the five chosen stu-
dents from the National Art 
Honor Society stated.

Along with the exhibit in 
the Miami Convention Center, 
there are also large-scale instal-
lations in a Collins Park, near 
the Convention Center. Phillip 
Kaiser, a critic and independent 
curator, handles the outdoor 
exhibit “Public”. His section 
is produced with the help of 
the Bass Museum of Art, and 
supported by MGM Hotels & 
Culture. “Public” has installed 
works from Frida Baranek, 
Noël Dolla, Daniel Knorr, and 
Manuela Viera-gallo. “I’m 
looking so forward to the trip 
to Art Basel. It’s exciting to go 
out to view some of the great-
est works of art with the people 
who I’ve had in my art class,” 
Sailor Adams, a senior, stated. 
“I’ve formed such close bonds 
with them and I can’t wait to go 
see famous pieces with some of 
my closest and best friends.”

Art Basel will be held from 
the seventh to the tenth of De-
cember. After Miami Beach the 
exhibit will then travel to Hong 
Kong from the 29th to the 30th 
of March, 2018 and then to its 
true home, Basel, Switzerland 
from the 14th to the 17th of 
June, 2018.

Photo Courtesy of Google Images



World News
Apollo 17: Reflective Truth NASA’s Vision

By: Abagale Parker By: Elayna Wolfson

 A picture allegedly taken in 
December 1972 of the final Apollo 
17 moon mission has brought the 
“giant leap for mankind” under the 
microscope once again. Almost 
50 years after man walked on the 
moon, conspiracy theorists are 
convinced once again that they have 
proof one of the moon landings was 
fake. Theories have surfaced again 
after a user named Streetcap1 post-
ed a video to YouTube, in which 
he claims there is a reflection of a 
stagehand on the helmet of one of 
the astronauts.
 Referring to the man that  Street-
cap1 claimed to not have a helmet, 
“I thought it looked a bit strange, 
so I took a picture of it using my 
software,” Streetcap1 stated in the 
video, he goes on to state that he 
sees “a figure of a human not wear-
ing a spacesuit, circa early 70’s...” 
in the helmet. 
In the video, Streetcap1 states that 
he believes in the moon landing, but 
the new evidence he has found has 
created doubt about the authenticity 
of the moon landing. Comments on 
the video have been split, half sid-
ing with Streetcap1 while the other 
half say it is just a distorted image 
of an astronaut in their suit. Those 
against Streetcap1’s theory, such as 
user sRm4, commented things like, 
“I’m one of the first ones to jump 
on board with a good conspiracy 
theory.” sRm4 stated “However, in 
this case, the image shown in the 
visor is definitely a person that’s 
wearing a spacesuit”. 

Those who agreed with Streetcap1’s 
theory left comments such as, “How 
could anyone believe that that’s 
another astronaut in the reflection?” 
as Ayame Kyoto stated, “Even from 
that distance, if they had a space 
suit, it would clearly stand out! And 
just as it’s been pointed out by secu-
reteam (I didn’t even think about it), 
only possible way to snap photos 
from up there were the cameras 
on the center of their space suits. 
Explain the centerfold of the ‘astro-
naut’ having a blank spot in place of 
the camera.”
Such conspiracy theories have 
constantly popping up since the first 
moon landing, making Streetcap1’s 
theory neither new nor exciting. 
Apollo 17 is notable for a number 
of reasons, including being the last 
time humans ever went past Earth’s 
low-orbit, and as of right now, there 
is no irrefutable evidence of a moon 
landing hoax. What there is evi-
dence of is that Apollo 17 was also 
the first mission without a test pilot, 
and it holds the record for longest 
moon landing, the longest total 
moonwalks, and largest lunar sam-
ple. Apollo 17 was also the longest 
time spent in lunar orbit; it launched 
at 12:33AM December 7th, 1972 
and returned December 19th, 1972. 
Many conspiracy theories have sur-
rounded NASA’s missions, but the 
“evidence” Streetcap1 presented has 
been the most talked about since the 
documentary “Did We Land On The 
Moon”.

 It was NASA’s dream to send man 
into space. On July 16, 1969, that dream 
became a reality. NASA successfully 
launched, landed, and brought home the 
first man on the moon. It was a great 
victory for the United States and for the 
world. Many were dumbfounded by this 
victory and couldn’t believe we actually 
sent a living person into space. For de-
cades, we have been traveling in space 
and discovering new things, trying to 
understand its entirety. We have made 
many new discoveries and advance-
ments since then and will continue to 
make more. 
In February of 2017, NASA revealed its 
plans to send humans into space. They 
state that they will gather a crew of pri-
vate citizens and send them around the 
moon in the Dragon next year in hopes 
that one day, we will be able to send 
humans to Mars and fulfill their dream 
of colonizing on the red planet. 
“I never thought it would be possible to 
send people to space, but this is very ex-
citing, and I can’t wait to see what’s to 
come in the future,” High School junior 
Shelby Buckner stated. 
NASA has begun making these plans. 
They are working hard to make it pos-
sible to send our society into the enor-
mous universe. First, NASA is going to 
commence their mission by testing their 
deep space exploration system with 
an crewless flight on the Exploration 
Mission-1 and make sure it is actual-
ly possible. They also plan to build a 
flexible deep space infrastructure close 
to the moon. This infrastructure will in-
clude a power and propulsion element, 
a relatively small habitat, and a logistics 
module that will be used to conduct and 
record research. 
Furthermore, if all goes as planned, we 
will continue to build up a whole soci-

ety on our amazing red planet, and we 
are extremely close to accomplishing it. 
NASA predicts that we will be able to 
send our first settlers to Mars and make 
a new life and further our discoveries by 
2030.
We have successfully sent many things 
into space including space craft’s such 
as Orion and the Exploration and, of 
course, our beloved astronauts. Many of 
our space craft’s help take our astro-
nauts, rovers, equipment, food, necessi-
ties, other objects. We also have many 
astronauts that have had the opportunity 
to inhabit space thanks to our enormous 
advancement, the International Space 
Station. Many countries also wanted to 
be a part of this huge development and 
have helped the United States by do-
nating pieces of the International Space 
Station and providing us the support we 
need to further our discoveries.
NASA continues to proceed with their 
plans to make Mars a new, interesting, 
and spectacular home for humans to 
inhabit. As NASA states, “We’ll contin-
ue to evolve technologies like advanced 
solar electric propulsion, deep space 
navigation, new green propellants, and 
in-space manufacturing and assembly. 
These new space technologies will 
advance NASA’s capabilities to help 
us reach our future deep space destina-
tions”.
Although many will be in doubt until 
NASA actually makes this happen, 
many will be happy if and when we 
send our fellow citizens into space.

South Dakota Pipeline Percolation
By: Alejandra Sanchez

 In recent times, news of the South 
Dakota Keystone Pipeline leaking has 
spread. There were 210,000 gallons 
of oil spilt by the TransCanada Cor-
poration Keystone Pipeline. Although 
more than 5,000 barrels were spilt, the 
TransCanada Corporation claims that 
emergency procedures were put in place 
the second that the air pressure of the 
pipeline dropped. 
“they’ll have to clean it up in compli-
ance with our state regulations” Brian 
Walsh, an environmental scientist stated 
after hearing about the leakage. 
Many people were worried about the 
surrounding land and natural resourc-
es that surround it as well but officials 
have come out with information that put 
many citizens to relax. State officials 
have not seen any sign of the pipeline 
burst effecting any bodies of waters or 
any drinking water systems. 
This is not the first time that the Tran-
sCanada Corporation has seen disasters 
like this. In April of 2016, there was a 
leakage that spilt an estimate of 17,000 

gallons of oil into private owned land. 
This did not affect any waterways at all 
but caused a lot of money to clean up. 
This most recent spill is almost 13 times 
more oil than the last spill, meaning 
cleanup will take a lot of time and effort 

as well as money. The TransCanada 
Corp. Cannot start up any of their pipe-
lines or start any sort of work until this 
is sorted. The dilemma with this is that 
President Donald Trump put out a fed-
eral permit that allows oil to be passed 

through Montana and South Dakota to 
Nebraska where it would become a part 
of the pipelines along the Gulf Coast. 
When Obama was president he did not 
allow this to happen. This causes a dis-
ruption in the movement of the crude oil 

because without the Keystone pipeline 
working, the pipelines along the Gulf 
Coast are suffering and so is the compa-
ny, mostly economically. 
“man it just stunk of crude oil” Kent 
Moeckly stated after asked about the 

leakage after visiting his property near 
there.
 Moeckly’s land is about a mile away 
from the Keystone pipeline and he 
explains how it was very noticeable 
that there was something going on, just 
based off the scent of the surrounding 
area. Many people are beginning to 
say that the only way to prevent any 
more spills is to not allow Keystone XL 
pipeline to work together with Nebras-
ka, and for them to reject any future or 
current deals. 
In spite of the damages that could have 
happened that would affect the environ-
ment drastically, TransCanada Corp. 
still plans on growing their company 
and continue processing oil through the 
years to come. They have announced 
they will be starting to clean up the 
spillage and that as soon as all regula-
tions are met efficiently and effectively 
they will be starting up again, whether 
or not deals between them and Nebraska 
are cancelled. 
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Stars Being United by Song
By: Carolina Yllescas

 The year 2017 dominated by violence, 
national disasters, and divisive politics. 
Music has been used as a way to unify the 
world through powerful lyrics and upbeat 
rhythms. On Sunday, November 19th, 
artists united in positivity and hope by 
sharing their music at the Microsoft The-
ater in Los Angeles for the 2017 American 
Music Awards. Some of this years biggest 
names were seen; such as P!nk, Demi 
Lovato, BTS, and many more. These artists 
who gave their fans something to listen to 
during this year’s times of distress were 
celebrated by the thousands of votes sent in 
by their loyal fans. 
The American Music Awards is one of the 
largest fan-voted award shows of the year. 
Fans get a chance to interact and decide 

who they think should win awards such 
as Artist of the Year or Video of the Year. 
People tune in from around the country 
anxiously waiting to see who would win 
what. The biggest winner of the night was 
Bruno Mars, taking home 7 awards. He was 
closely followed by country singer Keith 
Urban, who won three, and latin artist 
Luis Fonsi, who won big for his hit single 
“Despacito”. 
The night began with actor Jamie Foxx, 
who gave a genuine speech while disaster 
first responders stood by, later welcoming 
a performance P!nk and Kelly Clarkson. 
Hosted by Black-ish star, Tracee Ellis Ross 
made sure the 2017 AMAs began with 
lightheartedness and laughter in the crowd. 
Ross’s highly praised mother, R&B singer 
Diana Ross, was set to perform a medley 

of her classics. One of the most anticipated 
shows of the night was by K-Pop super-
stars, BTS who performed their hit “DNA” 
for the first time on an American awards 
show. The night also included performanc-
es by Lady Gaga, Selena Gomez, Nick 
Jonas, among many more. 
Iconic entertainer, Diana Ross, then graced 
the stage to accept the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. Former President and First 
Lady, Barack and Michelle Obama, sent 
a touching video message congratulating 
the legendary 73-year-old. She beamed at 
her family’s support as they cheered her on 
from the crowd as she performed some of 
her biggest hits such as “I’m Coming Out” 
and “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” 
among other classics. “You are everything 
to me,” stated Ross towards her loyal fans 

and family as she sang her hit “Best Years 
of My Life”. 
“With integrity, grace and generosity 
you’ve blazed a way,” said the singer’s 
daughter, Rhonda Ross, as she rose to the 
stage before allowing her mother to thank 
her following. “This is all about love,” 
Ross stated. “This says it all. This is my 
family. And I’m sending love out there to 
all of you each and every one of you, our 
global family. I feel so humbled by this. I 
love you so very much.” The event came 
to a close in a moment of love and unison 
as the Ross family was applauded on the 
stage.

A Family Kidnapped by Taliban

 On Wednesday, a family was 
rescued from the Taliban after a whole 
five years in captivity. The couple was 
hiking in Afghanistan when they were 
kidnapped by the Taliban in 2012. Cait-
lan Coleman and Joshua Boyle gave 
birth to their three young children while 
in captivity. After being held hostage 
for five years and being rescued, Boyle 
refused to board the C-130 transport 
plane. Boyles parents tried to persuade 
him to board the flight but were un-
successful. The family was found and 
was returned to the free world without 
harm. Joshua eventually got on the 
flight with his family. 
“The operation by Pakistani forces, 
based on actionable intelligence from 
US authorities was successful; all hos-
tages were recovered safe and sound 
and are being repatriated to the country 
of their origin,” said the Pakistani army.
The location of the family was shared 

with Pakistan officials said US officials. 
The parents of Joshua Boyle said that 
they have had a conversation over the 
phone with their son and the whole 
family was healthy and doing well. 
The US, Canada, and Pakistan were 
arranging for the family to return to 
the United States or Canada but later 
finding out that Pakistan has taken in 
the family as their own. This was a 
“surprise” to all the US government.
“… the Pakistani authorities called 
back their US counterparts to say they 
had taken custody of all five family 
members,” states a US official.
The Toronto Star said that while Boyle 
was on the phone with his parents he 
described being in a trunk with his wife 
and kids when the Pakistani armed 
forces came to release them. This was 
probably really frustrating for the 
family as they were held captive and 
then held in a small area with little air 
supply while the member of the Taliban 

yelled to others to “kill the hostages” 
Boyle explained. The Coleman family 
was also in touch with their daughter, 
Caitlan in hopes that she was okay.
“I’ve been waiting to hear that voice 
for so long. And then to hear her voice 
and have it sound exactly like it did the 
last time I talked to her.” Lynda Cole-
man said expressing her love for her 
daughter.
 The United States president Donald 
Trump was excited to state “Today they 
are free, this is a positive movement for 
our country’s relationship with Paki-
stan.” 
Showing that this kidnapping has 
proved Pakistan and America’s strength 
and trust in each other. The leaders of 
the Taliban Haqqani network have been 
found and targeted with drone strikes.
The Coleman and Boyle family are 
feeling very fortunate after finding out 
that their children are healthy and safe. 
The couple and their kids are living 

in Pakistan while waiting to go back 
to either the United States or Canada. 
They are glad to be released from cap-
tivity and are very happy to be able to 
live as a family in the free world once 
again. For the children it is a whole 
new world out there but the parents will 
adjust with them to the changes in these 
past five years.

By: Taylor LaMure

Missing Gentle Giants

 Where are they? Are they in the 
grass? No. Are they at the lake? No. 
How about behind those boulders? No. 
They are just not here anymore. In the 
great plains of the African wilderness, 
something is missing, something big. 
What seems to be disappearing all 
over? The elephants. Elephants are 
the biggest land mammals on Earth, 
with their great tusks and huge size, 
they have no natural predators. It is 
the unnatural predators that are putting 
these magnificent creatures in danger. 
Poaching for the ivory in an elephant’s 
tusks have devastated the elephant 
population, making it possible that they 
could go extinct in our lifetime.
 In 1979, there were about 1.3 million 
elephants in Africa but now, less than a 
third have survived the slaughter so far. 
An average of 30 elephants are killed 
every day by poachers for their ivory. 
The elephant population is in decline 
in every part of Africa, the most severe 
decline being in Central Africa. Coun-
tries everywhere are vowing to help 
minimize the ivory trade and are even 
competing a bit to see which country 
can get rid of the most ivory. The most 
ivory claimed out of any country is 
China by far. While most trade of ivory 

is illegal, the demand for ivory has yet 
to decrease. In China, ivory is consid-
ered to be a luxury item and three out 
of four households in China have at 
least one ivory item. Because some ivo-
ry trade is legal, it has led to confusion 
among the public, contradicting the 
original message that ivory is a shame-
ful item to own. 
Since the demand for ivory is so high, 
so is the price, reaching its peak of 
$2,200 dollars a kilogram between 
2012 and 2014. The high price encour-
ages many to poach in order to make a 
fine amount. About 700 tons of almost 
all illegal ivory were being exported 
to China, that equals the tusks of over 
70,000 elephants, each year. Despite 
the population still in decline there 
is still hope. Hope in the country of 
Kenya. In Kenya, the illegal poaching 
of elephants has come to an abrupt halt 
due to the cooperation of locals and 
officials working together to preserve 
protect habitat for the elephants. The 
locals and officials are working closely 
with an organization called Safe The 
Elephants (STE), which is tasked with 
protecting and preserving the habitat 
and population of the elephants in 
Africa and Asia. Many locals are hired 
by STE to be rangers or act as secu-

rity for the elephants from poachers. 
Members of the STE regularly go out 
at all times of the day and night to rush 
to protect herds when word of poachers 
shooting gets out, which spreads pretty 
fast so that they can take the quickest 
action. Unfortunately, there are many 
times when they simply can’t get there 
on time. One time being when Chris 
Leadismo, the organization’s mili-
tary-trained security liaison officer, and 
six other rangers rushed out when they 
received a transmission that poachers 
were shooting at the elephants and to 
bring reinforcements. The group had 
headed South, stopping their vehicles 
not too far from where the elephants 
were being shot at as to not alert the 
poachers to their presence, wanting 
to catch them so that they can pay for 
their crimes. 
“The rangers were crawling through 
the grass, inching forward, lying still, 
taking one more step, lying still. It’s 
a game of who sees who first – and it 
was now getting dark,” Iain-Douglas 
Daballen, founder of STE, told Harriet 
Sherwood from the Guardian. 
The poachers in question had target-
ed a big, bull (male) elephant, which 
they had separated from the group 
of females. Not knowing where the 

poachers are, with a herd of vulnerable 
elephants, makes their mission more 
dangerous the lower the sun goes in 
the sky. In the end, the bull elephant 
had been shot 16 times in the head. 
The dying sounds coming from the 
magnificent creature echoed over the 
plains. The rangers were greatly sad-
dened by the creature’s death, making 
sure to carefully remove its tusks so 
that they don’t fall into illegal hands. 
While progress for the war to save the 
elephants has been made, it is far from 
over.

By: Emma Araque



Yom Kippur, Lunar New Year, Rosh 
Hashanah, Diwali, and Eid al-Adha are all 
non-Christian holidays they are among the 
many un-acknowledged holidays amongst 
public schools in America. However, Christ-
mas and Good Friday are both Christian hol-
idays, and are both acknowledged holidays 
in public schools. This elevates the issue of 
: why are non-Christian holidays so easily 
overlooked? And why don’t students receive 
the ability to celebrate at home without hav-
ing going to school or having to miss their 
education in order to celebrate a cultural or 
religious custom?

 One major reason for multiple of 
these said holidays not being acknowledged 
is the fact that it makes the planning for atten-
dance and the school year calendar consider-
ably more challenging. It raises questions for 
factors like “how many kids actually partic-
ipate and are affected by these holidays” or 
“how much education time would be lost if 
those assumed holidays were recognized by 
a school as a day for no school. 

“Public school administrators have to con-
sider numerous factors when deciding when 
class ought to be in session. Add religion 
into the mix of considerations and rational 
planning becomes impossible. If compelled 
to balance competing claims from all reli-
gious believers (and, for the sake of fairness, 
nonbelievers) with practical matters such as 
weather, national civic holidays, and chil-
dren’s (and adults’) needs for days off, then 
the absurdity of interrupting education for 
religious holidays becomes immediately ap-
parent.” Stated ‘The Humanist’.

 This argument can be lead into 
why Christian holidays are so widely ac-

knowledged and accepted by schools all of 
the United States, but other holidays are not 
observed. Much of it is because of the large 
Christian population in America, but every-
day those numbers are altering as other reli-
gions become more familiarized and known 
in the country.

 “In the top twenty-five U.S. public 
school districts, Good Friday has been more 
often recognized than most civic holidays. 
Veterans Day, Eid, and Chinese New Year, 
as well as others, aren’t nearly as recognized 
as prominent Christian holidays; so, the 
question from advocates is: why can they 
be recognized and while other religious hol-
idays are left in the dark? Recognizing other 
religious holidays is important in respecting 
America’s diverse communities. Granted, 
having a wider range of religious holidays 
can make it harder to fit in school, but society 
has progressed enough to not make the goal 
to fit in anymore, anyways. It’s important to 
give other cultures their days off, or at the 
least, recognize them.” stated ‘Metea Media’.

 There will never be a solid answer 
to this imposing question, at least not until 
school districts find a way to please every 
student without causing chaos to occur in 
the Education system. It is up to the peo-
ple and the students that are affected by this 
very situation to speak up for their religions 
and holidays. The reimbursements of hav-
ing schools acknowledge these holidays 
would be that more students would not feel 
so forgotten by their society. Nonetheless, if 
schools start recognizing these holidays, it 
could completely change the school year cal-
endars because of how much change would 
be impacted by them.

T is the season of Christmas lights, 
cookies, and all the festivities that go along 
with Christmas. The holiday season in Na-
ples is like no other place on Earth with 
Palm Trees illuminated upon every corner. 
People, are holiday-shopping in shorts and 
flip-flops, and there is a constant hustle and 
bustle of families and visitors enjoying the 
sunshine and weather. It is very different 
from the Midwest where it is cold and some-
times snowing. In Naples, it is not unusual 
to see the different types of Palm Trees il-
luminated at neighborhood entrances. Many 
families go to a development called Victoria 
Park. The entire neighborhood participates 
and has a beautiful display, on every yard 
and the streets have their own themes. The 
development has bumper-to-bumper traffic 
every evening over the holiday season. Stud-
ies have shown that holiday and Christmas 
lights help reduce stress in many individ-
uals. It is now December and this satisfied 
definitely puts the season into perspective of 
what is going on. 

“Christmas now surrounds us, happiness 
is everywhere our hands are busy with many 
tasks as carols fill the air,” 

Junior Shelby Buckner said. Kick off this 
year’s holiday season with The 2017 Annual 
Christmas Parade in downtown Naples on 
Tuesday, December 12 th starting at 6PM. 
Everything will be illuminated with floats, 
fire engines, school groups, and school 
bands. Do not forget Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
With the magic of Christmas, it even snows! 
Holiday decorations add a touch of magic 
and warmth to the holiday season with a daz-
zling array of Christmas lights. Christmas 
is a season of tradition that includes lights, 

songs, food, cookies, and mistletoe. The his-
tory of the Christmas tree is believed to have 
started in Germany in the 16 th century; the 
Germans combined the two elements and the 
tradition of illumination, outdoor candles, 
and the Christmas tree with candles (legend 
has it that Martin Luther was inspired by a 
starry Christmas Eve sky). Tradition has it 
that in early years, all homes were decorated 
with fern from a tree. In 1880, the Christmas 
season changed forever with the invention 
of the lightbulb from Thomas Edison. This 
introduced the first outdoor electric Christ-
mas display to the world. The traditional 
Christmas tree came to the United States in 
1821 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Christmas 
trees quickly spread from German enclaves 
and became an established part of American 
Christmas celebrations. The White House 
celebrates a National Tree with the official 
tree lighting. Started by president Calvin 
Coolidge in 1923, ninety- three years later 
it is a tradition that continues to bring citi-
zens together to share in a message of hope 
and peace. On November 30th the President 
Trump and the First Lady Officially started 
the holiday season with the lighting of the 
Christmas tree in Presidents Park.

 “Christmas – that magic blanket that wraps 
itself about us, that something so intangible 
that it is like a fragrance. It may weave a spell 
of nostalgia. Christmas may be a day of feast-
ing, or of prayer, but always it will be a day 
of remembrance-a day in which we think of 
everything we have ever loved.” Augusta E. 
Rundel said.

 The lights draw you in no matter where 
you live. They are a common element that 
have been around for centuries and can trans-
port you to a place long ago.

Lighting Up Naples

School Holidays: The Forgotten 
Are Acknowledged

By: Alex Ushakova

Holiday News

By: Eileen Platten
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An Athlete’s Holiday Struggle
By: Emma Araque  

Tis the season to be eating. When the holiday 
months come around, big feasts and parties are
being thrown at least once a month. This is a 
nightmare for athletes trying to stay in shape. 
Some athletes simply don’t stay 
in shape but begin to work off 
what they gained during the hol-
iday season after it is over. Oth-
ers are very careful not to over 
eat when it comes time to feast. 
But staying in shape is what 
is said to be 40% physical and 
60% mental. This means staying 
in shape is up to the determina-
tion of the person and if they  do 
not have the determination then 
their goals will not be complet-
ed. One of the best ways to stay 
in shape over the holidays is to plan ahead.
 “When it comes to maintaining your 
diet and workout plan over Christmas and New 
Year’s, you simply won’t make it if you don’t 
plan ahead” Mike Hildebrandt, a fitness model, 
NPC competitor, and director of fitness at Axiom 
in Boise, Idaho said to BodyBuilding in an inter-
view.
 It is sound advice to plan before the holi-
days because if an athlete doesn’t, then they risk 
getting caught up in the holidays and forgetting 
their workouts and diets all together. The holidays 
are one of the hardest times for athletes, especial-
ly new athletes. The temptation of all the sugary 
sweets and large buffets proves to be too much for 
even the most hardened of athletes.

Another one of the common combo tips to stay in 
shape is healthy food choices and to exercise
more. Just by walking for 20 minutes, a person 
can burn 100 to 150 calories, taking care of that 
cookie or soda consumed during the day. A person 

doesn’t need to hit the gym to make that belly 
disappear.
Weight gain happens slowly and over time, 
meaning that it takes a whole lot less time to lose 
weight than it takes to gain. Extra weight gained 
over years can be worked off in just six short 
months.
 “Stay focused, use visualization, keeping 
your ideal feeling and thoughts of self, to stay 
on track. Create a positive mantra to repeat to 
yourself that keeps you on track. But remember, 
it’s totally cool to indulge — it’s the holidays 
after all!” celebrity trainer Michael Blauner said 
to POPSUGAR, “You may eat and drink more 
during the holidays, and if so, push yourself hard-
er and a little longer during your workouts.”

 The most important element for when a 
person starts working out is when a person starts, 
they
need to keep going. Even during the holidays, 
keep up the regular workouts which should be 

five to six days a week with the oth-
er days being rest days. 
 Getting into shape is hard when 
a person starts but gets much easier 
over time as a person’s body adjusts 
to the routine. Never make working 
out an all or nothing deal, this makes 
it much harder, near impossible, to 
keep going when a person hits that 
first of many bumps in the road. 
The road to getting fit is a bumpy 
one, but when a person reaches it, it 
makes it all worth it in the end.

Christmas is a time that the majority of 
the American population comes together to 
eat, drink, and be merry. During these times 
of togetherness, people are always looking 
for something to bond over, and what better 
way to bond with others than watch classic 
holiday movies or perhaps some contempo-
rary films depending on everyone’s prefer-
ences? Let’s start this countdown of the top 
ten Christmas holiday movies and television 
specials. 

Number ten is the Spongebob Christmas 
special titled “It’s a Spongebob Christmas!” 
having aired on Nickelodeon nearly every 
year since 2012. This Christmas special, 
while aimed at a younger demographic, is 
enjoyable for all audiences, especially if chil-
dren are present. Why this episode stands out 
is that it is a forty-five minute stop-motion 
special that took the risk of veering from the 
show’s usual art style. Its plot is that of ev-
eryone in Spongebob’s town being put on 
the “Naughty” list by Santa thanks to the 
misdeeds of his boss’ nemesis Plankton’s 
Spongebob-robot. It is a simple plot, but hu-
morous nonetheless. With an 84% audience 
score on Rotten Tomatoes, it has earned its 
spot on this list as a favorite for all people 
wishing to bond with their children and have 
a few good laughs. 

Number nine on this list is the Seinfeld ep-
isode “The Strike”.This special is an older 
one, having aired for the first time on Decem-
ber 18, 1997. In this episode, Kramer learns 
about the celebration of Festivus from his two 
friends, George and Jerry. According to the 
YourDictionary website, Festivus is defined 
“as a secular holiday celebrated on December 
23 that is essentially anti-Christmas, a back-
lash to the commercialization of Christmas 
and involves the airing of grievances.” While 
this holiday is not genuinely celebrated in 
reality, at least, not very common, it is en-
tertaining to watch the main cast of Seinfeld 
have a hilarious celebration together and all 
the while pointing out the mass commercial-

ism of modern Christmas celebrations. This 
caused adults to view the current materialized 
state of many people’s favorite holiday. This 
episode is enjoyable for middle schoolers to 
grown adults as it contains specific content 
that might not be suitable for young children. 
Overall, it is a highly rated episode loved by 
the majority of, if not all, Seinfeld fans, and 
it is definitely worth taking thirty minutes or 
so to watch. 

Number eight is the movie “Elf” which 
was first released on November 7, 2003. It 
is a relatively new movie, but it has become 
an American classic thanks to Will Ferrell’s 
jovially convincing “elf-persona.” Fans and 
critics alike adore “Elf” as it has been rated 
positively by 84% of Rotten Tomato critics 
and favorably by 78% of the audience who 
uses the Rotten Tomato website. This mov-
ie’s plot consists of Buddy the Elf (Will Fer-
rell) traveling to New York in search of his 
birth father, who happens to be a business-
man named Walter Hobbs who later tries to 
awkwardly bond with his cheerfully childish 
long-lost son. This movie can be enjoyed 
by the entire family, containing both humor 
geared towards the young and the old in the 
crowd.  

Number seven on this list is “The Polar Ex-
press”. This Robert Zemeckis-directed film 
was released on October 30, 2004, making 
it a relatively new but nostalgic classic.This 
movie follows an unbelieving-boy through 
his journey to the North Pole accompanied 
by various children, including two who he 
winds up befriending. This movie is not only 
nostalgic but is also praised for its unique 3D 
computer animated art style. The Polar Ex-
press is a film adaptation of the book written 
in 1985 by Chris Van Allsburg. This movie 
is as highly praised as the book as the movie 
has been rated mostly positively by the Rot-
ten Tomatoes’ critics and audience. 

Number six is “Santa Claus is Comin’ to 
Town.” This movie is a stop-motion classic 
that was released in 1970. The animation 
was phenomenal for the time and still holds 

up to today’s standards. It is mostly known 
for its musical numbers, the most famous of 
those being the featured song, “Santa Claus 
is coming to town.” The movie is typically 
aired on the channel of ABC. Its soundtrack 
broadcasts annually on numerous radio sta-
tions. The film follows Chris Kringle in his 
life’s journey of how he became the one and 
only Santa Claus. It is rated 81% positively 
by audience members using the Rotten To-
matoes websites and is guaranteed to make 
you a believer.

Number five on this list is “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” This stop-motion 
picture was released in 1964 by Rankin/
Bass Production company. It was first aired 
on NBC. The story follows Rudolf the Red-
nosed Reindeer throughout his life as ex-
plained by its featured song “Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” Very rarely will you 
meet an American who has never watched 
this classic as it is an annual tradition. Having 
been rated 92% positively by Rotten Toma-
toes critics and 83% positively by audience 
members, it is worth recording. 

Number four is “Frosty the Snowman”. 
This stop-motion picture was released on 
December 7, 1969. It popularized the song 
“Frosty the Snowman” which tells the story’s 
plot. The plot consists of Frosty the Snowman 
is magically brought to life by his special hat, 
but sadly, just minutes after this happens, he 
has to go towards the North Pole to avoid 
melting all the while permanently on the 
run from the failed magician, Hocus Pocus. 
Being ranked the unique number 4 on its 
10 Best Family Holiday Specials list by TV 
Guide, this movie truly lives up to its hype.

Number three on this list is Dr. Seuss’ “How 
The Grinch Stole Christmas.” This movie, re-
leased in 1967, has become a classic not only 
with Americans but also with an international 
audience. It’s been translated into numerous 
languages including French and Spanish. It is 
considered nostalgic by many, having been 
deemed a “Heartwarming TV special true to 
Seuss’ classic” by Heather Boerner of Com-

mon Sense Media. This being said, it holds 
true to its source material, which cannot be 
necessarily said for the modern adaptation.

Number two is a personal favorite, the 
Bob’s Burgers Christmas special, “The Fa-
ther of Bob” (Season 5, episode 6). This epi-
sode premiered on December 7, 2014, and has 
aired during the holiday season ever since. It 
has the classic plotline of the reuniting of a 
father and son during the holidays, but it also 
showcases some of the hardships of joining. 
Bob always felt that his father never sup-
ported him in his culinary decisions, and thus, 
he very much shut his father out of his life. 
However, this is not the case as his father al-
ways secretly supported him in all that he has 
done. It gives the audience the warm overall 
feeling of the peace as Bob and his father’s 
relationship was mended from a broken state 
thanks to the holiday season. Audiences of 
mostly teenagers and young adults will laugh 
and feel emotionally touched by this episode. 

The number one best Christmas film of all 
time is “A Christmas Story”. “A Christmas 
Story” was released on November 18, 1983, 
and has become a cult classic over the years. 
The plot follows Ralphie who wants nothing 
for Christmas but an “official Red Ryder BB-
gun” and tries to convince his parents that it 
would make the ideally perfect Christmas 
gift. The rest is history. It has an eight-star 
rating on Metacritic and is guaranteed to be 
played for many years to come.

 Whatever your preference for holiday 
movies may be, it can be agreed that they all 
give us the childhood nostalgia we hold so 
dear. They allow families to mutually bond 
over something they either love or hate, in 
the case that the film is so bad that it’s good. 
Even those that do not celebrate Christmas 
have seen at least one of these films. This is 
why yearly Christmas films have become a 
tradition integrated into American culture.

Old Reruns or Classic Treasures? A List of the Top 
Ten Christmas Films of All Time

By: Brianna Antle
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“You may eat and drink more during 
the holidays, and if so, push yourself 

harder and a little longer during your 
workouts.”

 - Michael Blauner
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Meet the Staff:

W e are honored to acknowl-
edge Claudia Kahl as our journal-
ist of the week. Claudia recently 
joined our editorial staff as a writ-
ing editor and has fit the position 
perfectly. Since she has become 
an editor, Claudia has fit the role 
perfectly; she is always on task, 
helps everyone very diligently, 
and is always 100% devoted to 
the class. These are only a few of 
the many wonderful characteris-
tics that Claudia carries. The staff 
seems to love having her as an 
editor, as she gives superb input 
and is always kind.

  “Claudia is an amazing  
 student! She is alwayson  
 task and working extreme- 
 ly hard. She is very bright  
 and extremely motivat-       
 ed as an editor. She is  
 always willing to help and  
 go above and beyond in  
 the classroom.” 

Ms. DelCristo continued as she 
said, “She is an amazing and 
talented artist, and always has a 

smile that seems to be contagious 
and noticed by her peers. Her 
peers love her and hold her in 
high esteem.” 
 Ms. DelCristo said this as 
she elaborated on why Claudia 
was the perfect pick. Claudia 
takes pride in all of her work and 
in the Shark Bites Newspaper. 
She is always improving, even in 
the smallest of things. One of her 
favorite hobbies’ art, something 
that she is absolutely gifted and 
talented in. Claudia never fails 
to amaze all those who see her 
artwork, leaving an imprint on 
everybody through her remark-
able skills. Claudia is a very hum-
ble and caring person who does 
not typically steal the “spotlight” 
from anybody else. She does not 
seem to have a single mean bone 
in her body, she is quite the role 
model. Claudia excels in not only 
journalism class, but all her other 
classes as well. All of Claudia’s 
teachers have nothing but the best 
to say about her and her positive 
attitude. There is no person more 
deserving of this title than Clau-
dia herself. 

Our Journalist of The Week : Claudia Kahl
By: Isabella Rodriguez 
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